
VoloBogStateNaturalArea����

Just45milesnorthwestofChicagoisastatenaturalareafeatur-
ingthestate’sonlyquakingbogwithanopenwatercenter.Volo
Bogowesitsexistencetoglacialactivity,asdoestherestofthe
landscapeofnortheasternIllinois.AstheWisconsinglacierbegan
itsfinalstagesofmeltingor“receding”thousandsofyearsago,it
depositedablanketofdebris,includingclay,sand,graveland
boulders,collectivelycalledglacialtill.Embeddedinthetillwere
largechunksoficethatbrokeoffthemeltingglacier.Asthecli-
matecontinuedtowarm,theiceblocksmelted,formingdepres-
sionsthatdevelopedintolakes,bogsandmarshes.

VoloBogwasatonetimeadeep,50-acrelakewithsteepbanks
andpoordrainage.Accordingtoresearcherswhohavestudied
pollengrainspreservedinthebog,thelakebeganfillingwithveg-
etationabout6,000yearsago.Afloatingmat,consistingprimar-
ilyofsphagnummoss,formedaroundtheoutsideedgesamong
thelake’scattailsandsedges.Astheseplantsdiedanddecom-
posed,thepeatmatthickened,formingsupportmaterialforroot-
edplants.Becauseofpoordrainageandthepresenceofsphag-
nummoss,thewaterinthebogbecameacidic.Thislimitedthe
typesofplantsthatcouldsurviveandresultedintheuniqueplant
communitiesfoundinthebog.

VoloBogwasfirstdocumentedbyW.G.Watermanof
NorthwesternIllinoisUniversityin1921whenitwasownedby

dairyfarmerGeorgeSayer.Afund-raisingcampaign,managed
byCyrusMark,thefirstdirectoroftheIllinoisChapterofthe
NatureConservancy,collected$40,000indonationstopurchase
the47.5-acrebogin1958.DeededtotheUniversityofIllinois,the
landfacedthethreatofdevelopmentinthelate1960s.Localres-
identsformedthe“SaveVoloBog”committee,whoseefforts
resultedinthetransferofVoloBogtotheIllinoisDepartmentof
NaturalResourcesin1970.Thatsameyear,itwasdedicatedas
anIllinoisNaturePreserveandin1973wasregisteredasa
NationalNaturalLandmarkwiththeU.S.Departmentofthe
Interior.Throughtheyears,morethan1,000additionalacres
havebeenpurchasedtoprotectandenlargethestatepreserve,
whichnowincludesmarshes,prairierestorationareas,wood-
landsandtwootherbogs.

VisitorCenter����

Arenovateddairybarnbuiltintheearly1900sservestodayasa
visitorcenter.Itsdisplaysandexhibitsexplainbogsingeneral
andhighlighttheinnerworkingsofVoloBog.Thebuildingalso
housesaclassroom,naturalhistoryreferencelibrary,park
offices,publicrestroomsandabook/giftshop.Thevisitorcenter
isopen9a.m.to3p.m.WednesdaythoughSundayandsome
stateholidaysexceptChristmasandNewYear’sDay.

Programs����

Anexcellentoutdoorlaboratoryandclassroom,VoloBogoffersa
widevarietyofeducationalprogramming.Asiteprogramcoordi-
nator/naturalistisonstafftoassistgroupsinplanningprograms
andtours.GuidedpublictoursofVoloBogareconducted
SaturdaysandSundays.Abroadspectrumofspecialevents,
tours,lecturesandworkshopsareheldthroughouttheyear.
Groupsshouldscheduleprogramswellinadvance.

NaturalFeatures����

VoloBogissignificantinthatitexhibitsallstagesofbogsucces-
sion.Afloatingmatofsphagnummoss,cattailsandsedgessur-
roundsanopenpoolofwaterinthecenterofthebog.Assub-
stratematerialthickens,ashrubcommunitydominatedbypoison
sumacandleatherleafinvadesthemat.Thisiseventually
replacedbytamarackforest.Surroundingthisforestisasecond,
moreextensiveshrubzone,whichabruptlyendsandbecomesa
marsh/sedgemeadowcommunity.

EachseasonbringsitsownbeautyandwondertoVoloBog,and
seasonalvisitsallowforobservationofawidevarietyofplantand
animallife.Inthespring,fernfiddleheadsrevealtheirbeautiful

Picnicking � � � �

A picnic area, featuring tables, a shelter with grills, and an out-
door privy, is adjacent to the visitor center parking lot. Ground
fires and alcohol are strictly prohibited anywhere in the park.

For more information, contact Volo Bog State Natural Area, 28478
W. Brandenburg Road, Ingleside, Ill. 60041, (815) 344-1294.

Recreational Trails Program � � � �

This trail brochure was made possible due to funding provided by
the Federal Highway Administration through the Recreational
Trails Program (RTP).Monies are funded through the Federal
Motor Fuel Tax and administered through the Recreational Trails
Fund Act. Trail projects are supported by the federal government,
which provides up to 80% reimbursement of cost. State funds
provide the balance of the funding for the projects. The trails pro-
gram encourages trails management practices to serve a wide
variety of trail users.The program is administered in Illinois by the
Department of Natural Resources in cooperation with the Illinois
Department of Transportation.

Exotic Species � � � �

Plants and animals not native to Illinois are exotic species. Most
of them are harmless to our state; however, some can be very
invasive to native plant communities and can overwhelm or wipe
out native species. Prevention and control of exotic, invasive
species requires tremendous cooperation between managers
and all users of parks, natural areas, and privately owned land.
To learn more about exotic and invasive species and how you
can help prevent their spread, visit the IDNR Exotic Species
Website at: http://www.dnr.state.il.us/lands/education/Exotic
Species/exoticspintro.htm.
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� While groups of 25 or more are welcome and encouraged to use the
park’s facilities, they are required to register in advance with the site
office to avoid crowding or scheduling conflicts.

� At least one responsible adult must accompany each group of
15 minors.

� Pets must be leashed. No pets on the Volo Bog Interpetive Trail.

� Actions by nature can result in closed roads and other facilities. We
hope you enjoy your stay. Remember, take only memories, leave
only footprints.

� For more information on state parks, write to the Department of
Natural Resources, Clearinghouse, One Natural Resources Way,
Springfield, IL 62702-1271 visit our website at www.dnr.state.il.us.

� For more information on tourism in Illinois, call the Illinois Department
of Commerce and Economic Opportunity’s Bureau of Tourism at
1-800-2CONNECT.

� Hearing-impaired individuals may call the Department of Natural
Resources’ TTY number, (217) 782-9175, or use the Ameritech
Relay Number, 1-800-526-0844.

Equal opportunity to participate in programs of the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) and
those funded by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and other agencies is available to all individuals
regardless of race, sex, national origin, disability, age, religion or other nonmerit factors. If you believe
you have been discriminated against, contact the funding source’s civil rights office and/or the Equal
Employment Opportunity Officer, IDNR, One Natural Resources Way, Springfield, IL 62702-1271;
(217) 785-0067; TTY (217) 782-9175.
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�

Keep Your Eye on Every Issue of
OutdoorIllinois

DNR’s monthly magazine provides current
news and articles on hunting, fishing and
other outdoor recreational activities, as
well as information on the natural and cul-
tural resources of Illinois.

A one-year subscription is only $15, and
each December you’ll receive a full-color

calendar featuring important outdoor dates and events. To sub-
scribe, contact DNR at (217) 782-7454. The TTY number for the
hearing impaired is (217) 782-9175.
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